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Message to the Senate Transmitting
the Israel-United States Tax
Convention Protocol
October 19, 1993

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification the Second
Protocol Amending the Convention Between
the Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the State
of Israel with Respect to Taxes on Income,
signed at Washington on November 20,
1975, as amended by the Protocol signed
May 30, 1980. The Second Protocol was
signed at Jerusalem on January 26, 1993. Also
transmitted for the information of the Senate
is an exchange of notes and the report of
the Department of State with respect to the
Protocol.

The Second Protocol further amends the
1975 Convention, as amended by the 1980
Protocol, in large measure to accommodate
certain post-1980 provisions of U.S. tax law
and treaty policy. The new Protocol also re-
flects changes in Israeli law and makes cer-
tain technical corrections to the Convention
that are necessary because of the passage of
time. It will modernize tax relations between
the two countries and will facilitate greater
private sector U.S. investment in Israel.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Protocol
and give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1993.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting Reports of the
Department of Transportation
October 19, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
I transmit herewith the 1992 calendar year

reports as prepared by the Department of
Transportation on activities under the High-
way Safety Act and the National Traffic and

Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, as amend-
ed (23 U.S.C. 401 note and 15 U.S.C. 1408).

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1993.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
Federal Prevailing Rate Advisory
Committee
October 19, 1993

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 5347(e) of title

5 of the United States Code, I transmit here-
with the 1992 annual report of the Federal
Prevailing Rate Advisory Committee.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
October 19, 1993.

Statement on Congressional Action
on Department of Commerce
Appropriations
October 19, 1993

The House/Senate conference decision to
bolster the Department of Commerce FY94
budget to $3.56 billion, a 12.6 percent in-
crease over FY93 levels of $3.16 billion, rep-
resents a vote of confidence in this adminis-
tration’s investment priorities and in the De-
partment of Commerce. The budget in-
creases reflect the increased responsibilities
of the Commerce Department under the
leadership of Secretary Ron Brown.

Congress’ decision hits a home run for this
administration’s civilian technology and de-
fense conversion policies. It demonstrates
the importance of our efforts to promote eco-
nomic growth through civilian technology
and address the aftermath of economic dis-
location resulting from the end of the cold
war. Their decision affirms our goal of build-
ing a stronger, more competitive private sec-
tor able to maintain U.S. leadership in critical
world markets.

Highlights of the Commerce appropria-
tions include:
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• $80 million for defense conversion.
These funds will provide a much need-
ed boost to the Economic Development
Administration’s programs to assist
communities that have been impacted
by the end of the cold war.

• $520.2 million for the National Institute
of Standards and Technology (NIST).
NIST will be able to bolster its tech-
nology outreach programs, the ad-
vanced technology program, and the
manufacturing extension partnership.

• $70.9 million for the National Tele-
communication and Information Ad-
ministration. The NTIA appropriation
will set a speedy pace for this agency’s
lead role in fulfilling this administra-
tion’s goal of an information super-
highway, as outlined by the ‘‘National
Information Infrastructure: Agenda for
Action.’’

I commend the congressional leadership,
Senator Ernest Hollings, Senator Pete
Domenici, Congressman Neal Smith, and
Congressman Harold Rogers, for their fore-
sight and support in revitalizing this country
through these programs. It is a dramatic step
forward for the United States toward a solid
economic future.

Nomination for an Assistant
Secretary of Energy
October 19, 1993

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christine Ervin, currently director
of the Oregon department of energy, to be
Assistant Secretary of Energy for Energy Ef-
ficiency and Renewable Energy.

‘‘We must expand our efforts to use energy
more efficiently and to develop new, renew-
able sources of energy,’’ said the President.
‘‘Having an Assistant Secretary of Energy
with Christine Ervin’s wide range of experi-
ence will help us to move that process for-
ward.’’

NOTE: A biography of the nominee was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary.

Remarks at the NAFTA Jobs and
Products Day Trade Fair
October 20, 1993

Thank you very much. I want to thank
Harold and Bob and, of course, Lee Iacocca,
who has been such an eloquent spokesperson
for NAFTA. It’s nice to see him on television
in an ad where he’s—I enjoy watching him
sell Chryslers, but I like seeing him sell
NAFTA even more in the television ads.

I want to thank the many Members of the
United States Congress who are here today.
They hold the fate of this trade agreement
and in many ways the fate of America’s trade
future in their hands. I want to thank the
members of the Cabinet who are here today:
the Treasury Secretary, Lloyd Bentsen; our
United States Trade Ambassador, Mickey
Kantor, who negotiated the agreements on
the environment, on labor standards, and
some other things which make this a truly
unique trade agreement in the history of
world trade; the Labor Secretary, the Edu-
cation Secretary, the Commerce Secretary,
Bob Reich, Dick Riley, and Ron Brown. I’ve
seen all of them. There may be other mem-
bers of the Cabinet here today showing our
unified support for this agreement. I also
want to thank all the companies and the
workers who came here today. They really
showed what this trade agreement is all
about. It’s about the jobs of American work-
ers and the future of American working fami-
lies, people who are determined to compete
and win.

Today the demonstrations in these two
tents should show our country and show our
Congress why we need NAFTA. In the next
month before the vote, we’ve got to vigor-
ously make this case to the American people.
I was talking with Bob and the other steel-
workers over at their exhibit over here, and
I said, ‘‘You know, we figure that an enor-
mous number of America’s unions will actu-
ally pick up jobs if this agreement passes.’’

The NAFTA fight is an interesting one to
me. Lee Iacocca has already said it pretty
well, but I have to restate it for you in per-
sonal terms. Before I became President, I
was a Governor of my State for a dozen years
during the 1980’s. When I took office in
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